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NATIONAL VOLUNTEER WEEK, APRIL 23 - 29
National Volunteer Week is an opportunity to recognize and
thank volunteers who lend their time, talent, voice and
support to causes they care about in their community and
around the world. Their stories serve to inspire others to
take action and discover their collective power to unite in
making a difference. National Volunteer Week is a time to
celebrate the impact of volunteer service on our
communities.
The local events and social media
conversations that take place during this week demonstrate
that service unites – bringing people together to tackle
tough challenges, create change, and build stronger, more
vibrant communities.
National Volunteer Week is an opportunity to shine a light on the people and causes that inspire us to serve. Volunteerism
empowers individuals to find their purpose, to take their passion and turn it into meaningful change. National Volunteer Week
was established in 1974 and has grown exponentially each year, with thousands of volunteer projects and special events
scheduled throughout the week. This signature week is about honoring the impact of change makers in our communities, and
inspiring others to serve.
Give Back to Your Community
Americans have a great capacity to accept and face challenges head-on. In 2007, as the recession began to spread across the
country, a surge of people responded and began volunteering like never before. Volunteering is a win-win for all parties involved.
Those who receive help are grateful for the help, and volunteers learn that helping others makes them feel better. Consider the
following as ways you can start volunteering and pay your good fortune forward.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.

Offer to help a family
Volunteer at your local school
Organize a yard sale for charity
Visit a senior center
Coach a local youth team
Tutor a student or teach them life skills
Fix and serve meals (Meals on Wheels)
Serve on a community board
Become a docent at a museum or historic site
Be a good neighbor
Organize a food co-op
Volunteer at a hospital
Join the community volunteer fire department

Remember, no matter how old you are or
if you have physical limitations,
there is almost always a
volunteer opportunity available to you.

Remember, you can also consider volunteering for emergency disaster response efforts,
by logging into SERVPA at www.serv.pa.gov. SERVPA is Pennsylvania’s online registry
for medical and non-medical volunteers.
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Pennsylvania Severe Weather
Changing Seasons
The changing of seasons often brings some drastic swings in weather across Pennsylvania. The transition from cold to warm triggers
thunderstorms the spring months while heat and humidity can help build thunderstorms in the summer. Severe weather is possible at any
point during the year, but April marks the beginning of the “severe weather” season in Pennsylvania—a time when these types of storms
typically become more frequent. Thunderstorms can produce hail, severe wind gusts, and even tornadoes anywhere within the borders of our
Commonwealth. Plus, thunderstorms can produce lightning and flooding hazards which are categorized on their own. Let’s talk a little about
what makes a storm severe and look at Pennsylvania’s severe weather numbers.

What makes a storm severe?
There are three factors which make a thunderstorm severe:





Wind Gusts of 58mph or faster
Hail of 1” diameter or larger (quarter sized)

A Tornado
You only need one of these to make a storm severe. Lightning and flooding are not requirements for a severe storm, even though they present
a danger. By definition, you need lightning to have thunder, so it’s technically present in every thunderstorm. But the unpredictability of strikes
allows for little almost no alert time. Flooding from heavy rains in thunderstorms is a common hazard and is alerted separately.

Know Your Weather Terms
The National Weather Service (NWS) will issue a Watch when
they expect favorable conditions to allow for severe
thunderstorm development. Watches are usually issued for
several counties for a period of 6-8 hours. You should prepare
for severe weather by reviewing your family plan, securing loose
objects outdoors, closing doors and windows, and monitoring
weather forecasts. Always have a at least two methods to receive weather alerts.
The NWS will issue a Warning when thunderstorms are creating
severe weather, either seen on radar or reported by the public.
Warnings usually last less than one hour and cover a small area.
A severe thunderstorm warning is issued when a storm
contains damaging winds, hail, or the potential for a tornado.
Tornado warnings are issued when a storm shows rotation on
radar or a tornado is spotted. When a warning is issued, you
should mmediately take action! Seek shelter in the lowest,
most central room and stay away from doors and windows.
Don’t delay, the storm hazards may be seconds away from you.

Golf balls, Baseballs, and DVD’s
We’re not talking about pastimes, we’re talking hail. One of the most common descriptions people give for hail is “marble sized”. Since there is
no standard size for marbles, the NWS has come up with a better way to report hail.
Whenever you see hail falling, wait until the storm has passed to collect and measure the
hail stone so you don’t get injured. Compare it to common items shown on the chart to
the left. Any hail stone larger than a quarter is considered severe because it can cause
damage to homes and cars.
Fun Note: You can place a hailstone in your freezer to preserve it!
The largest hailstone in Pennsylvania history came in at a whopping 5.5” on June 26, 1950
in Meadville, Crawford County. That’s bigger than a DVD!

Common objects are the best way to identify hail size. When in
doubt, take a photo of the hail stone next to one of these common
items. Image: NWS

What to Do in Case of a Tornado
The tips below were provided by Dr. Greg Forbes, severe weather expert at The Weather Channel, and NOAA's Storm Prediction
Center.
1. Figure out a safe place to ride out the storm
Do you live in a mobile home? Get out. Driving in a car? Get
home as quickly as you can, and if that's not possible, get to a
sturdy building.
2. Get away from windows and get underground
Regardless of where you're hunkering down, it should be as far
away from windows as possible. Even if a tornado doesn't hit,
wind or hail could shatter windows, and if you're nearby, you
could get hurt.
You should make every attempt to get underground during a severe storm, either in a basement or storm shelter. If neither is
possible, head to the innermost room or hallway on the lowest floor of your home. The goal is to put as many walls between
yourself and the outside world. The image below, taken following the 2011 EF5 tornado in Joplin, Missouri, shows why this
method could save your life. In many of those homes, the outer walls have been destroyed, but a few inner rooms are somewhat
intact.
3. If a tornado appears while you're on the road ...
You should make every effort to find a safe building for shelter. If you can't find one, NEVER hide under an overpass. Instead, find
a ditch, get down and cover your head. Get as far from your vehicle as you can to prevent it from being blown onto you.
4. Put on your shoes – and a helmet
If you're at home and severe weather is bearing down, prepare for the worst. If your house is damaged by a tornado, you could
end up walking through debris that's riddled with nails, glass shards and splintered wood. The best way to ensure your shoes
aren't scattered is to put on a pair before the storm comes.
If you own a bike helmet, be sure to put it on during a severe storm. It could save you from life-threatening head trauma if your
home suffers a direct hit.
5. Keep your pets on a leash or in a carrier, and bring them with you
They're a part of the family, so make sure they go to a safe place with you. Make sure their collar is on for identification purposes,
and keep them leashed if they're not in a crate. If your home is damaged by a tornado, it might not be familiar to them anymore,
and they might get loose. Be sure to get them to a safe place or put them in a crate while performing clean-up.
6. Don't leave your home and try to drive away from a tornado
If you made it home, stay there. Tornadoes can shift their path, and even if you think you're directly in the line of the storm, being
inside shelter is safer than being inside a car. Traffic jams could keep you from getting out of the storm's path, or a small wobble
could send the storm in a different direction.
7. Know your severe weather terms
 Severe thunderstorm watch: Conditions are conducive to the development of severe thunderstorms in and around the watch
area. These storms produce hail of ¾ inch in diameter and/or wind gusts of at least 58 mph.
 Severe thunderstorm warning: Issued when a severe thunderstorm has been observed by spotters or indicated on radar, and
is occurring or imminent in the warning area. These warnings usually last for a period of 30 to 60 minutes.
 Tornado watch: Conditions are favorable for the development of severe thunderstorms and multiple tornadoes in and
around the watch area. People in the affected areas are encouraged to be vigilant in preparation for severe weather.
 Tornado warning: Spotters have sighted a tornado or one has been indicated on radar, and is
occurring or imminent in the warning area. When a tornado warning has been issued, people in
the affected area are strongly encouraged to take cover immediately.

Pennsylvania Severe Weather
“We Don’t Get Tornadoes Here…”
FALSE. There are many myths and old tales about mountains protecting Pennsylvania from tornadoes and severe storms. This is simply not
true. In fact, we do get tornadoes, damaging winds, and hail across the Commonwealth. Most of our severe weather happens in the spring
and summer months, especially in the afternoon and evening. But, any time of the day, any day of the year, severe weather can strike with the
right conditions. Check out some of the graphics below to learn about Pennsylvania’s severe weather history.
(All data below are from NWS Storm Prediction Center, NWS Local Storm Reports, and Tornado History Project.)

Tornado count by county from 1950

Most intense tornado record by county from 1950 through February 2017

Visit your local National Weather Service Office Website
for severe weather safety tips during this week!

Pennsylvania Severe Weather Awareness Week
April 24-28, 2017

Mark Your Calendars for

Reports tend to peak in the afternoon and evening hours, typically after the warmest part of the day.

Tornado, severe wind, and severe hail reports by month. Reports tend to peak over the summer months when thunderstorms are more common

Emergency Financial First Aid Kit
If a disaster or other emergency strikes your community, you may only have seconds or
minutes to react. In those critical moments, your focus will be on your family’s safety.
Once the immediate danger has passed, having your homeowners or renters insurance
policy, bank account information, and other household records and contacts will be
essential as you begin the recovery process. The Emergency Financial First Aid Kit (EFFAK)
can help you be ready.
The nonprofit organization HOPE Coalition America, in partnership with the Federal
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), created the EFFAK in 2004 to help individuals
and families collect and organize critical financial, medical, and household contact
Information. After completing the EFFAK, you will have a centralized record of essential
household information whenever you need it, giving you peace of mind that you will be
able to rebuild your life more quickly if you ever experience a disaster.
The EFFAK has four sections, each of which includes a checklist of important documents and forms to compile your relevant information:






Household Identification
Financial and Legal Documentation
Medical Information
Household Contacts

Be sure to update your EFFAK
when your household
information changes!

Following an emergency, having your personal documents and contact information easily available can make your recovery quicker and less stressful The EFFAK is a tool to collect and secure important personal information in a central location.
The EFFAK is a useful tool for all income levels and whether you live alone or with many others is available online at
www.ready.gov/financialpreparedness or www.operationhope.org.

Additional Resources
Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency: www.pema.pa.gov
ReadyPA: www.readypa.org
SERVPA: www.serv.pa.gov
Federal Emergency Management Agency—Severe Weather: www.ready.gov/severe-weather
National Weather Service: www.weather.gov
Weather-Ready Nation: www.nws.noaa.gov/com/weatherreadynation
Center for Disease Control and Prevention: www.cdc.gov
PA State Animal Response Team: www.pasart.us
PA511Connect: www.511pa.com
Volunteer Week: www.volunteerweek.org
PA Department of Banking and Securities: www.dobs.pa.gov
Money Management International: www.moneymanagement.org

