
 

 

  

 

 
NATIONAL HURRICANE PREPAREDNESS WEEK 

 

National Hurricane Preparedness Week is May 7th, which is an excellent opportunity to 
update your emergency preparedness plan and make sure you include plans for        
hurricanes, tropical storms, and flooding.   
 
Know What to Do BEFORE A Hurricane or Tropical Storm:  

The best action to protect yourself and your family from the high winds and flooding 
caused by hurricanes is to evacuate when ordered to do so, before those conditions hit 
your area. Know and follow the directions from local officials for community evacuation or seek higher ground for localized     
flooding.  

While the skies are clear, take steps to reduce the risk of damage to structures from winds and flooding. This includes           
strengthening the building’s outer shell, including the doors, windows, walls, and roof, and removing or securing all objects, as 
well as clearing the outside areas around the building. Measures to protect against potential flooding include waterproofing   
basements and elevating critical utilities (e.g., electrical panels and heating systems). In flood-prone areas, consider elevating the 
entire structure. 

Purchasing flood insurance provides financial protection for the cost of repairs due to flood damage. Standard insurance policies 
do not cover flooding, including storm surge flooding, but flood insurance is available for homeowners, renters, and business 
owners .  You may also be able to purchase insurance for wind damage.  To learn more about National Flood Insurance Program 
(https://www.fema.gov/national-flood-insurance-program).  
 
Know What to Do DURING A Hurricane or Tropical Storm:  

 Evacuate if necessary:  Fatalities and injuries caused by hurricanes are often the 
result of individuals remaining in unsafe locations during a storm. If authorities 
advise or order you to evacuate, do so immediately. Be sure to remember the Five 
Ps of Evacuation:  People, Prescriptions, Papers, Personal Needs, and Priceless 
Items.  

 Leave early to avoid delays caused by traffic, lines, high winds, and flooding.  

 Stick to designated evacuation routes.  

 If you are not evacuating, take precautions to protect yourself and stay safe from 
the high winds and potential localized flooding. 

 Stay indoors away from windows and glass doors.  

 If you are in a mobile home or temporary structure, move to a sturdy building. 

 For protection in extremely high winds, go to a small, interior, windowless room, such as a bathroom or closet, on the lowest 
level not likely to flood. 

 Move to a location on higher ground before floodwaters prevent your ability to leave. 
 
Know What to Do AFTER A Hurricane or Tropical Storm:  
 
Take Action: Make an evacuation plan, build an emergency kit or update your        
existing kit, inventory and keep important papers and valuables in a safe place, and 
get involved in helping others prepare. Be an example where you live: Be a helpful 
influence on your community by sharing your weather preparedness story. Be a 
Force of Nature by letting your friends and family know what you did to become 
weather-ready and the steps they can take to do the same.  
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Hurricane Safety  

Mark your calendars! 

National Hurricane Preparedness Week 

May 7-13, 2017 

Hurricane season is about to begin, and as a Pennsylvanian you should be prepared. A         
hurricane or tropical storm produces destructive winds, flooding rains, and tornadoes.      
Hurricanes pack a variety of threats, but     flooding is the main cause of damage and loss of 
life in Pennsylvania.  Strong winds and tornadoes are also in the mix when a tropical system 
moves through the state.  Knowing about these hazards now will help you to develop a plan 
and aid you to    prepare your property long before a storm spins up over the warm ocean 
waters.  Here are a few important tips to get started. 
 

 
 

Know The Terms 
 
Watch - Tropical weather conditions  are possible in your area within 48 hours. 

Warning - Tropical weather conditions are possible in your area within 36 hours. 

You should have all your protection activities completed by the time a warning is issued.  If you decide to shelter in place or         
evacuate, try to do so at least a day before the impacts are forecast begin.  Please do not put yourself, your family, or first         
responders in danger by making last minute decisions.  Having a plan now is key to making swift decisions when a tropical system 
is on its way to Pennsylvania. 
 
Listen to Evacuation Orders 

Your local emergency management agency develops plans to ensure your safety during a tropical storm or hurricane.  However,                                 
it is up to you to heed warnings and follow requests.  Carefully listen to suggestions if asked to evacuate.  Understand that if the                             
storm is strong enough and you decide to stay, first responders may not be able to help until the storm passes. 
 
Plan for the Whole Family 

Make sure your plans include all family members, including your pets.  Families with mobility or special needs may need extra 
time to evacuate.  Make sure you have important documents, prescriptions filled, and necessities you’ll need for an extended stay 
away from home.  If you plan to evacuate to shelter, inquire if they can accept pets. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Fun Fact:  There were 11 Hurricanes and Tropical Storms in Pennsylvania since 2000! 

 

Flooding at Knoebels Amusement Resort 
(Northumberland County) after Hurricane Irene 

Hurricane season runs June 1
st

 — November 30
th

 

2017 Hurricane 

Names 

 Arlene* 

 Bret 

 Cindy 

 Don 

 Emily 

 Franklin 

 Gert 

 Harvey 

 Irma 

 Jose 

 Katia 

 Lee 

 Maria 

 Nate 

 Ophelia 

 Philippe 

 Rina 

 Sean 

 Tammy 

 Vince 

 Whitney 

* Arlene took place in April 2017 



Flooding Facts 
 

 Did you know floods can happen anywhere?  All 50 states are subject to flash floods. 

 Pennsylvania is one of the most flood prone states in the country. 

 Flash floods can bring walls of water from 10 to 20 feet high. 

 A car can be taken away in as little as 2 feet of water. 

 To stay safe during a flood, go to the highest ground or floor possible.  

 Flooding is caused by spring thawing (snow and frozen grounds melting in the spring), heavy rains, snow melt runoffs, flash floods, and 
mudflows. 

 Floods are the most widespread natural disaster aside from wildfires. 90% of all U.S. natural disasters declared by the President involve 
some sort of flooding. 

 In preparation for a flood, it is important to stock up on first aid items, non-perishable foods, 3 gallons of water per person for 3 days, 
battery operated radio for weather reports, extra batteries, personal hygiene necessities. 

 A 2,000 square foot home undergoing 12” of water damage could cost more than $50,000. (Floodsmart) 

 Since flood damage is almost never covered by homeowners insurance, flood insurance is important for people living in high-risk flood 
zones. 

 To stay safe during a flood, go to the highest ground of floor possible. If your skin comes in contact with flood water, make sure to wash it 
with soap and disinfected water because the contents are unknown. 

 Communities particularly at risk are those located in low-lying areas, near water, or downstream from a dam. 

 

Significant Pennsylvania Floods  

 
1889 - The Great Johnstown Flood 

1936 - St. Patrick’s Day Flood 

1955 - Hurricanes Connie and Diane Floods 

1972 - Tropical Storm Agnes 

1996 - Snowmelt Flood 

2004 - Tropical Depression Frances 

2004 - Tropical Storm Ivan 

2011 - Tropical Storms Lee and Irene 

2013 - Tropical Storm Sandy 

 

For further information, go to the NOAA Flood Safety website.  

( http://www.floodsafety.noaa.gov/states/pa-flood.shtml) 

 

Flash Flooding Facts 

Flash Floods are quick-rising floods usually occurring as the 
result of heavy rains over a short period of time, often only 
several hours or even less. 

 

Flash floods can also be caused by ice jams on rivers in      
conjunction with a winter or spring thaw, or occasionally even 
a dam break. The constant influx of water causes a         
treacherous overflow, powerful enough to sweep vehicles 
away, roll boulders into roadways, uproot trees, level        
buildings, and drag bridges off their piers. Most frightening is 
how quickly the water rises 
 

What Can a Homeowner Do to Prevent Flooding? 
 

 Remove any clogs from your gutters. 

 Ensure that the paving of your surrounding environment slopes along natural water runways. 

 Use a pipe to channel rain water from your roof top towards natural water channels and drain gutters. 

 Replace damaged drainage pipes on your property. 

 Erect a concrete retaining wall to obstruct strong rushing flood water. 

 Raise your property's foundation to protect it against high water runoffs. 

 

Johnstown, PA - 1989 Harrisburg, PA - 2011 

York, PA - 1972 Pittsburgh, PA - 2004 

Easton, PA - 1955 Philadelphia, PA - 2011 
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What to Do in Case of Flooding or Flash Flooding 

 
Take the Following Steps to Prepare for a Flood Emergency 
 

 Get an emergency supply kit that includes enough provisions for you and your family to live on for a minimum of three days. 

 Make an emergency plan for you and your family.  Visit ReadyPA.org (http://www.pema.pa.gov/planningandpreparedness/readypa/Pages/
Make-a-Plan.aspx#.WQILmBMrKpp) for information on making a plan 

 Learn about the emergency plans that have been established in your area by your state and local government. 

 Visit www.floodsmart.gov to find out if your home is at risk for a flood. 

 Elevate the furnace, water heater and electric panel in your home if you live in an area that has a high flood risk. 

 Consider installing "check valves" to prevent flood water from backing up into the drains of your home. As a last resort, use large corks or 
stoppers to plug showers, tubs, or basins. 

 If feasible, construct barriers to stop floodwater from entering the building and seal walls in basements with waterproofing compounds. 

 Property insurance does not typically cover flood damage. Talk to your insurance provider about your policy and consider if you need   
additional coverage. You may also want to learn about the National Flood Insurance Program (https://www.fema.gov/national-flood-
insurance-program).  

 
Flood Facts for Driving 
 

 Six inches of water will reach the bottom of most passenger cars causing loss of control and possible stalling. 

 A foot of water will float many vehicles. 

 Two feet of rushing water can carry away most vehicles including sport utility vehicles (SUVs) and pick-ups. 

 
What to Do In a Flash Flood 
 
Flash floods occur within six hours of the beginning of heavy rainfall. Below are some guidelines for keeping safe during a flash flood: 

 Go to high ground immediately. 

 Get out of areas subject to flooding,. 

 Do not attempt to cross a flowing stream on foot. Even water only six inches deep, when moving at a high rate of speed, can knock you off 
your feet. 

 Never drive through flooded areas or standing water. Shallow, swiftly flowing water can wash a car from a roadway. Also, the roadbed may 
not be intact under the water. 

 If the vehicle stalls, abandon it immediately and seek higher ground. Rapidly rising water may engulf the vehicle and its occupants. 

 Be especially cautious at night when it’s harder to recognize flood dangers. 

 Do not camp or park your vehicle along streams and washes, particularly during threatening conditions. 

Turn Around Don't Drown® 

Each year, more deaths occur due to flooding than from any other thunderstorm related hazard. The Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention report that over half of all flood-related drownings occur when a vehicle is driven 
into hazardous flood water. The next highest percentage of flood-related deaths is due to walking into or near 
flood waters. People underestimate the force and power of water. Many of the deaths occur in automobiles as 
they are swept downstream. Of these drownings, many are preventable, but too many people continue to drive 
around the barriers that warn you the road is flooded. A mere 6 inches of fast-moving flood water can knock over 
an adult. It takes just 12 inches of rushing water to carry away a small car, while 2 feet of rushing water can carry 
away most vehicles. It is NEVER safe to drive or walk into flood waters. 

 
Understand the Differences Between Watches and Warnings  
 

 Flash Flood Warning: Take Action! A Flash Flood Warning is issued when a flash flood is imminent or occurring. If you are in a flood prone 
area move immediately to high ground. A flash flood is a sudden violent flood that can take from minutes to hours to develop. It is even 
possible to experience a flash flood in areas not immediately receiving rain. 

 Flood Warning: Take Action! A Flood Warning is issued when the hazardous weather event is imminent or already happening. A Flood 
Warning is issued when flooding is imminent or occurring. 

 Flood Watch: Be Prepared: A Flood Watch is issued when conditions are favorable for a specific hazardous weather event to occur. A Flood 
Watch is issued when conditions are favorable for flooding. It does not mean flooding will occur, but it is possible. 

 Flood Advisory: Be Aware: An Flood Advisory is issued when a specific weather event that is forecast to occur may become a nuisance. A 
Flood Advisory is issued when flooding is not expected to be bad enough to issue a warning. However, it may cause significant                       
inconvenience, and if caution is not exercised, it could lead to situations that may threaten life and/or property 
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Public Service Announcement and Poster Contests 
 
Turn Around, Don’t Drown © 
 
In March 2017,  The Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency, Department of Conservation & Natural Resources and        
Department of Education in conjunction with the Keystone Emergency Management Association, National Weather Service, 
American Red Cross and United Way of PA hosted a Severe Weather Awareness Video Public Service Announcement (PSA)       
Contest for Pennsylvania students in grades 7-12 leading into Spring 2017.   Since flooding is Pennsylvania’s number one hazard, 
the submissions had to contain a clear Pennsylvania flood safety message: Turn Around, Don’t Drown®                                          
(http://www.nws.noaa.gov/om/water/tadd/).  
  
Joseph Burke, an 8th grader at Nazareth Area Middle School, Northampton County, was the winner out of 63 entries.  Joseph won 
a cash prize of $1,000 and had his video professionally produced, which was aired on 35 television stations across the                    
commonwealth, and a total of and was aired 823 times from March 20th through March 31st.   
 
You can view the winning PSA by clicking on the picture of the coffee cup or by or by going to https://vimeo.com/208207201 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When Thunder Roars, Go Indoors! 
 
Also in March 2017,  The Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency, Department of Conservation & Natural Resources and 
Department of Education in conjunction with the Keystone Emergency Management Association, National Weather Service, 
American Red Cross, and United Way of PA hosted a Severe Weather Awareness Poster Contest for Pennsylvania children grades 
1-6 during Spring 2017.   The contest was open to all Pennsylvania 1st through 6th grade students, including those attending   
private, parochial, cyber or home schools. Posters were required to contain the following National Weather Service lightning   
safety message: When Thunder Roars, Go Indoors. (http://www.lightningsafety.noaa.gov/safety.shtml).  In addition, the posters 
were to use Pennsylvania State Parks & Outdoors as a theme.   

 
Maximilian Marcieski, a fifth grader from West Hempfield Elementary School, Westmoreland County was the statewide winner 
out 180 great posters.  Keep an eye out for Max’s poster in PA State Parks and Forest Lands, PA Turnpike Rest Stops, and        
PennDOT Welcome Centers.    
 
To download and print a copy of the winning poster, click on the poster below or go to: 
 http://www.pema.pa.gov/planningandpreparedness/readypa/Pages/2017-Severe-Weather-Poster-Winner.aspx#.WQIvExMrKpo.  
There is a printable copy of the winning poster on the last page of this newsletter.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Thank you to all the sponsors and students who made this contest successful.   
 
Congratulations to Joseph Burke and Maximilian Marcieski for jobs well done.   
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Business Tip 
 
Building Safety for those with Janitorial Responsibilities 

 
Many buildings rely on janitorial employees to keep their businesses running. These employees face a variety of hazards when 
performing their job. Understanding the hazards and ways to prevent an injury can lead to a safer workplace for everyone. 
 
Working with Chemicals 
Cleaning solutions are chemicals. It is important be familiar with the chemicals used in your building and read the safety data 
sheet (SDS) before handling the chemical for the first time. If the SDS or a safety procedure recommends that you wear a          
particular type of personal protective equipment (PPE) such as gloves or safety glasses, ensure that you understand how to       
correctly wear the PPE. 
 
Handling Bodily Fluids 
If handling bodily fluids, it is important to treat them as if they are contaminated with potentially infectious bloodborne                
pathogens. Following your building’s procedures for handling bodily fluids and understanding the actions to take if an exposure 
occurs will reduce your chances of an injury. 
 
Slips, Trips and Falls 
Wearing the proper footwear when mopping, waxing or stripping the floors can help decrease your chances of a slip, trip, or fall 
injury. Wet floor signs should always be used as a warning to others in the building that there is a potential slip, trip, or fall       
hazard. 
 
Ladders and Stepstools 
When selecting the right ladder for the job, choose one that is tall enough to reach the work area without requiring you to stand 
on the top two rungs of the ladder. Three points of contact should be established at all times while on a ladder; meaning two feet 
should be placed on the rungs and one hand holding the rail or one foot on the rung and two hands holding the rails. Ladders and 
stepstools should be inspected before each use by checking the ladder rungs or stepstool steps, latches and platforms for          

Additional Resources 

 

Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency:  www.pema.pa.gov  

ReadyPA:  www.readypa.org 

SERVPA:  www.serv.pa.gov 

Federal Emergency Management Agency - Severe Weather:  www.ready.gov/severe-weather 

National Weather Service:  www.weather.gov  Flooding Information:  http://www.floodsafety.noaa.gov/states/pa-flood.shtml 

Center for Disease Control and Prevention:  www.cdc.gov and https://emergency.cdc.gov/preparedness/plan/ 

PA State Animal Response Team:  www.pasart.us   

Other Preparedness Events in May 
 

National Wildfire Community Preparedness Day:  Saturday, May 6th  

(http://www.nfpa.org/public-education/campaigns/national-wildfire-community-preparedness-day) 
 

National Small Business Week:  April 30th through May 6th 
(https://www.sba.gov/nsbw/nsbw) 

 
National Police Week:  May 14th through May 20th 

(http://www.nleomf.org/programs/policeweek/?referrer=https://www.google.com/) or (http://www.policeweek.org/) 
 

National Emergency Medical Services Week:  May 21st through May 27th 
(http://www.naemt.org/ems_agencies_audience/ems-week/celebrate-ems-week) 

 
National Dam Safety Awareness Day:  May 31st 

(http://www.damsafety.org/news/?p=9c143954-013c-42cf-87c8-8a105c80e8dd) 

 
National Building Safety Month 

(https://www.iccsafe.org/about-icc/building-safety-month/2017-building-safety-month/) 
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